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GRAMMY® NOMINEE GENTLE THUNDER’S MUSIC FLOWS LIKE H20  

Mt. Shasta, CA – This year’s work in progress performances for H2O Manifesto, conceived, directed written and choreographed by Krista Miller, script co-written by Jason Gigliotti and featuring the music GRAMMY® nominated artist Gentle Thunder have already impacted audiences by taking the water bottling issue and the state of our water on the planet to a new level of community awareness and dialogue. This multi-discipline production flows along to the haunting recorded musical score by multi-instrumentalist Gentle Thunder and is supplemented with live music by David Schanaker and Broadway singer Wendy James. On October 26th, Gentle Thunder will share a bit of her spirit infused music “live” while making a cameo appearance with the cast for the final Gala performance. The opening weekend performances were a success and a beautiful offering by all involved. The final opportunity to experience this run with a great cast of talented actors, dancers, musicians and singers is October 23-26, 2008 at the Sisson Museum. Performances at 7:30 pm, Gala matinee at 2 pm with celebration in the evening to follow. Tickets $15/ $30 Gala show/celebration at: Village Books and door. More info: (530) 926-4790.

Gentle Thunder’s previous solo recording released last fall, Opening the Gate, nominated Best Native American Album in the 2007 New Age Reporter Lifestyle Awards, is richly woven with several pieces inspired by and created for the musical score for Mt. Shasta City Dance Theater’s H2O Manifesto. “For me, H2O Manifesto is a powerful performance art, theater, dance piece that speaks to the sacredness of water, and the powerful issues surrounding us locally and globally regarding bottling issues as we steward and care for our pristine waters. I’m grateful for this opportunity to align my artistry with the vision of such a talented artist/dancer/choreographer like Krista” said GT in an email. “What most folks do not know is when Krista sought me out to compose the music for the production, the script was not yet complete. Krista shared her vision and said my music had always felt like the voice of the Mother Earth to her so we worked together exploring beneath the surface of the project to see what the water and the Mother Earth might say. It was from that place that I created some of the music on Opening the Gate for the reading that first premiered in September 2007 at the Flying Lotus Movement Center. It was a magical prophetic experience of bringing the music through, dovetailing it into my solo recording and then seeing where it lived in the production,” Gentle Thunder recalled. “It is extremely satisfying to see what Miller has done with all of my music, including pieces from my previous albums. To see the music come to life ‘as water’ and the dancers dance to one of my classic pieces like Spirit Fire is deeply moving for me as an artist. I look forward to returning home to the mountain and joining the cast for the final Gala performance and celebration,” added Gentle Thunder.

Gentle Thunder, often and aptly nicknamed Rolling Thunder, has had a busy last year on the road, highlighted by a number of special guest appearances on Native American flute with former member of Jefferson Starship, multi-platinum, GRAMMY® nominated guitarist Craig Chaquico and his band.  Gentle Thunder has most recently been on tour in Phoenix, AZ performing with Chaquico and is currently working with her engineer Brian Todd in the Santa Cruz Mountains on her next recording, which is a duo album she recorded with her four-time GRAMMY® nominated pan global percussionist Will Clipman. “It is nearing completion and due to be released in early 2009 so stay tuned!” said GT. Her production company, GT Productions, expanded its focus to produce upcoming artists like singer/songwriter Mariee Sioux entitled Faces in the Rocks, recorded in Nevada City, CA on the Grass Roots Record Label. GT co-produced the album and recorded Native American flutes on five of the eight songs, as well as some percussion. The album has been receiving critical acclaim such as Parade Magazine’s top picks and is on the first round ballot for the upcoming 51st Annual GRAMMY® Awards. Mariee and GT re-united recently to perform live as GT made a special guest appearance in Mariee’s set at the Bumbershoot Festival in Seattle, WA over this past Labor Day weekend. “This is a very pure hearted young artist and a very special album,” declared Gentle Thunder. “If you are touched by my Native American flute playing and you appreciate acoustic guitar along with a voice that is truly mesmerizing then this one of kind album may speak to you,” said Gentle Thunder. Listen to song samples and find out more at: www.GentleThunder.com
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